
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 153 

American Problems of Reconstruction. A National Symposium 
on the Economical and Financial Aspects. Edited by Elisha 
M. Friedman. (New York: E. P. Dutton and Company. 
1918. Pp. xvi, 471.) 

Although the subtitle of this collection shows that the treatment is 
confined to economic and financial aspects, a citation of a few divisions 
of the book will give a clearer idea of the field covered. They include 
such headings as: Principles of Reconstruction in Europe; Efficiency 
in Production; Scientific Management; Readjustment of the Industries 
of Steel and Chemicals; Capital, Labor and the State; The Railroad 
and the Shipping Problems; The Free Port as an Instrument of World 
Trade; Stabilizing Foreign Exchange; The War and Interest Rates; 
Fiscal Reconstruction. 

To select wisely a list of topics would be futile unless the editor were 
successful in obtaining writers on these topics who are experts in their 
fields. When it is noted that among the twenty-seven contributors ap- 
pear such names as Irving Fisher, E. W. Kemmerer, Alexander D. Noyes, 
Edwin R. A. Seligman, Frank A. Vanderlip, Frederick A. Cleveland 
and Lewis B. Wehle, one should expect a treatment that is able and 
scientific. A careful reading of the whole book will, in general, con- 
firm this expectation. Some few of the papers are too general and too 
sketchy to be of much value, but they are not typical of the whole. 

Among the difficulties of a study of reconstruction at the time these 
chapters were written was the fact that the war was still raging and no 
man knew exactly what the problems were, since the longer the war 
lasted the greater the displacement from normal conditions. Having 
set out with the hypothesis that the underlying idea of reconstruction 
is the attempt to determine what new conditions resulting from the 
war confront us and what suitable adaptation may be made to meet 
them, and since little or nothing in the way of reconstruction was pos- 
sible while the war was in progress, the study largely takes the form of 
general principles or proceeds on particular assumptions. Thus most 
of the conclusions in this volume have more or less a tentative character. 

There are some who will not care for the book because it has in it so 
little on reconstruction of the character found in socialist, labor and 
other publications dealing with the so-called social problem. Mr. 
Lewis B. Wehle's paper on "Capital, Labor and the State," covering 
only twenty pages, is the only one which deals with the new and pros- 
pective status of labor; but this, it should be said, is a very thoughtful 
and discriminating discussion. 
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This collection is one of the first in the field and there will doubtless 
be many to follow, but there is enough of solid substance in this one 
to attract the serious student. There is a good index. 

J. W. Crook. 

Amherst College. 

Guide to the Use of United States Government Publications. By 
Edith E. Clarke. (Boston: Boston Book Company. 1918.) 

The author of this book writes from a wide experience with public 
documents, or, as she prefers to call them, government publications. 
She was for two years, 1896-1898, chief of cataloging in the office of 
the superintendent of documents, compiler of the Monthly Catalogs, 
of the Document Catalog, volumes 1 and 2, and of the Document Index, 
volume 1. She has also been a lecturer on the subject in the Library 
School of Syracuse University. 

It was in a course of lectures that the book had its origin, but it is 
not in consequence merely a school text. "The work is not intended 
only as a manual for instruction in library training schools, nor for 
depository libraries only. It has the needs of depositories, chiefly of 
those which are public libraries, largely in view, of those which are 
college libraries somewhat. But the needs of the state libraries and the 
largest public libraries which maintain documents departments it re- 
gards not a whit. It will be seen that in different sections the work 
addresses itself to very different classes of readers:— now to the imma- 
ture student of library science; now to the untrained librarian of the 
very small library; again to the chief of a depository public library; 
and at another time to anyone interested and influential in directing 
the policies of the government regarding the public printing." A 
perusal of the book leads one to wonder why exceptions are made in 
this statement, for certainly anyone who works with government pub- 
lications, librarian or reader, might profit by it. 

A few brief chapters tell the history of government printing up to 
1895, with an account of the organization of the printing office, the 
distribution of publications, and s the beginning of systematic bibli- 
ography. Considerably more space is properly given to the period be- 
ginning with the printing law of 1895, according to which the printing 
office is now conducted. In this connection the author takes up the 
recommendations of the Keep and the printing investigation commis- 
sions and urges their adoption. Only in this way can the present 



